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the beuefit of Western Australia. Para-
graiphs 17 and 18, referring tothe extension
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of the railways und of the post and tele- -
graph system, enable us to still farther

understand how careful the Government
have been to see that all parts of the
colony are supplied with the necessary
means of development, and with the
accommodation required for commercial
and other purposes. We are told that
it has been the object of the Gouvernment
to extend the post aud telegraph
service to every place of importance
in the colony; and it is quite right
and proper there should be these exten-
sions. Another paragraph informs us that
the Government propose to submit mea-
sures dealing with a dividend tax, rural
land improvement, and other subjects;
and I hope the rural land improvement

measure will be as successful as sinilar -

legislation has been in New Zealand.
Then, we must bear in mind that we are
gending away from the colony large
shipments of timber; and I would like
to point out to the Government the
desirability of replanting on the land thus
cleared, in order to recoup the country
for the present loss of trees. There is
only one otler item to which I would
like to refer, namely, the proposal to
construct a graving dock. This is a
matter of great importance to the ship-
ping interests of Western Australia. and
I hope the Government will not lose
gight of the proposal, but will carry it
into effect. I do not know I need speak
fwrther than to repeat that I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

On the motion of the Hon, F. M.
Srowe, the debate was adjourned nntil
the next sitting day.

ADJOURNMENT.

On the motion of the CoLowian
Secrerary, the House adjourned at five
wminutes past four o'clock until 430 p.m,
the next Tuesday.

Papers presented.

Fegislative Bssembly,
Wednesday, 218l June, 1899,

Opening of Session.—Message ; Goveruor's S;)eech -
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OPENEING OF THE SESSION.

The Legislative Assembly met at 8
o’clock p.n., pursuaut to Proclamation
by His Excellency the Governor, which
Proclamation was read by the Clerk.

Tue DeruTy SrEaxer (Mr. C. Harper)
took the Chair, m the absence of Sir Jas.
G. Lee Steere (visiting England).

MESBAGE—THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

Black Rod having appeared at the -
Bar and delivered a summons from the
Governor,

Me. Drpury Sreaker and hon. mem-
bers repaired to the Legislative Counecil
Chamber, where His Excellency delivered
& Speech on the opening of the fourth
session of the third Parhament. [Vide
p- 1, ante] Mr. Deputy Speaker and
hon, members having returned to the
Assembly Chamber, the business of the
session was proceeded with. Several
notices of motion, and of ¢uestions to
Ministers, were given.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Depvry Speaker: Public
Accounts, showing the revenue and ex-
penditure of the colony for the financial
vear 1897-8, accompanied by the Auditor-
General's Report: in accordance with
statute.

By the PreEMizw: 1. By-laws of Muni-
cipalities of Albany, Bulong, Cue, Cool-
gurdie, Cluremont, Eust Fremantle, Fre-
mantle, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Menzies,
Newcastle, Northam, Norseman, Roe-
bourne, Subiaco, and Southern Cross. 2.
By-laws of Local Boards of Health of
Coolgardie, Field's Find, Gullewa, Len-
nonville, Red Hill, Woodarra, and Yalgoo.
3. Report of the Collector of Customs,
etc. (1898). 4. Report of the Chief In-
spector of Explosives and Government
Analyst (1898). 5. Repurt on Rotinest
Prison (1898). 6. Report by the In.
spector of Charitable Institutions, ete.
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(1898). 7. Report on Fremantle Luna-
tic Asvlum (1898). 8. Report of the
Registrar General relutive to Industrial

Establishments (1897). ¢. Report of
Department of Tands und Surveys
(1898). 10. Report of the Chief In-

spector of Stock (1898). 11. Statement

of Operations of the London Agency

(1898). 12z. Statisticul Register (1897)
Ordered to lie on the table.

EVIDENCE (PROOF OF COLONIAL ACTS)
BILL.

Introduced by the Premier, upon
leave given, und read u first time.
ADDRESS-TN-REPLY TO TTHE GOVER-
NOR'S SPEECH.

Mx. Drrury Sepearir rveported that
he had, with members of the Assembly,
attended His Excellency the Governor in
the Chamber of the Legislative Council,
to hear the Speech of His Excellency on
the opening of Parliament; and, baving
obtained a copy of the Speech. he read it
to hon. members.

Mr. A. E. MORGANS (Coolgardie)
gaid : Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have much
pleasure in moving the adoption of the
Address - in - Reply  to  the | Governor's
Speech, especially so when T realise the
importance of the measures which the
Government have brought forward for the
consideration of the House this session.
I am assured of one fact by the happy
faces of wmy friends on the other side of
the House, that this programme which
has been brought forward meets, to a
very large extent, with their commenda-
tion.

Mr Georce: 1 see n good chance for
u shot.

Mz. MORGANS: It cannot be denied
that the programme drawn out by the
CGrovermnent on this occasion is cne that
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must commend itself to all who desirve to

turther the best interests of this colony,
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the hon. member for HEast Perth (Mr.
James)} and one or two others—Mr.
George. for instance, althongh he is in
the oppusite uunp-—w]w lave taken a
lively interest in this question.

ME. Georcr: Oh, ves ; very lively.

Mr. MORGANS: We are aware that
this question is being hrought very pro-
minently before the public of Western
Australia, and the time has arrived when
all the matters involved in the issue will
have tv be laid before the inhabitants and
electors of the volony.

Mr. Jangs: Stick to that.

Mr. MORGANS: The nwember for
East Perth savs.  Stick to that,” and I
will do so.

Mg. Jamus: You shufte so.

Mr. MORGANS: T desive unow to
state that there 18 no more ardent
federationist in this House than my-
self, there is no one who believes more in
the principles of federvation than I do:
and I am prepared to support all the
principles which are advocated by the
member for East Perth with so much
enthusinsm, and I amn quite prepared to
uccept and follow them when the time
arrives. We have first to deal with the
sentimental side of federution, with which
I entively ugree. I an entirely in accord
with all the views expressed by the
member for Bast Perth on the sentimental
side of the question. and am prepared to
admit that the sentimental side of the
subject is one that wust be considered
when federation is dealt with. I admit
that no greal ¢uestion, involving national
interests, has ever heen carmed out in any
part of the world without the support of
sentiment ; and therefore I think my
friends opposite will agree with me that
I wn, at heart, a federntionist. Having
admitted that the sentimental side of
federation is proper, having admitted

that there are good grownds for its
- existence. T want to look at the other

und whe are always looking forward to -

its progress wn this world. There is one
question that is brought fuorward in the
prograinme of the Grovernmmnent — the sub-
Ject of federation—which is certainly
oceupying the attention of the public to
a very large extent ut the present mnoment.
and I desire to express some views in
reference to this mnportant matter to the
House to-day.
on the other side of the House there are

‘We know quite well that

side of the questivn, and that 1s, what
will be the effect of federation on the
colony of Western Australia? From a
financial point of view, and notwith-
standing all that hus been said to the
contrary by the Hon. A, P. Matheson,
who is an authority on finance, T am
prepared te assert in this House, and I de-
sire to call the atiention of all the electors
and inhubitants of this colony to the fact,
that the figures which have been given to
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the public by those interested in the
federal movement are absolutely
entlreh' wrong. [Mr. (fEore¢E: Hear,
hear.’ There can be no doubt that the
posmon as stated by them is uot correct.
I do not think it is necessary for me to
say more than this in support of my
assertion that Mr. Matheson, who has
been one of the leaders of the financial
discussion, has changed his front three or
four times.

Mr. A, ForrrsT: He does not under-
stand it.

Mr. MORGANS: That may be so.
but I can only assert what I know. I
would not go so far as to say that Mr.
Matheson does not understand the ques-
tion, but he has found himself in this
position, that on three separate oceasions
the figures he has given us as a basis of
what the true position of Western
Australia, wonld be under federation are
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Mr. GeorgE: We are not discugsing
the League.

Mr. MORGANS: Tum yuite prepared
tu go on the platform when it suits my

© convenjence to do so, and I um quite sure,

when I ascend the platform und measure
swords with the niember for East Perth,

. he will get the hetter of me: but, at the

same time, 1 shall alwayvs be prepared to
stand to facts, which the members of the

+ Federal League have not stuck to up to

absolutely erroneous, and he has leen .

obliged to change his figures on three
oceasions,

Mr. James:
and entirely.

Mzr. MORGANS: It will be easy for
me, when the time comes, to show that
what I say is correct.

Mr. James: Why not say it now?

Mr. MORGANS: No: we are not to
settle this question at the present time,
but T will give the House one instance of
what T referred to. Mr. Matheson said
on one occasion that federation would
cost the inhabitants of the colony ls. 6d.
per head, and afterwards he changed
1t, to 5.

Mr. Ovoman: Well, it is cheap at
58,

Me. MORGANS: The hon.
says it is cheap at 5s.

A MrexBER: Cheap and nasty.

Mx. Simpson: Less than it costs to
register a dog.

Mr. MORGANS: T wm disposed to
think it is altogether tov cheap, and I do
not want to touch it because cheap things
are nasty, as a rule. To revert to the
question, I think I have answered the
member for East Perth. T have given an
instance in which Mr. A. P. Matheson
was entirely wrong in his caleulations.
and in which he hud to alfer lis caleula-
tions to suit the Federal League.

Me. James: Go on the platfurn and
answer him.

I deny that absolutely

member

© figures on which they all agree.

the present time. 'With regard to the
loss to this coleny, we have heard and
we have seemn various statements with
regard to the financial loss to the colony
under federation, and it is strange to say
that, with the divergence of views, we
have hud a change of front too. I am
speaking of those on the other side of the
House, because those opposed to federa-
tion have not said much about the ques-
tion yet. Itisstrange whata multiplicity
of figures we have had, and what a diver-
gence of opinions there seems to be
amongst the members of the Federal
League. It would appear that those
gentlemen who are advocating this cause
with so much enthusiasm have not got
In order
that the public of this colonv may not be
misled on the question of “federation, T
hope and desire that the Government will
appoint a financial commission to go into
the whole matter of the finances of the
colony, as they would be affected Dby
federation.

Mr. VosPEr:
House do it ?

Mz. MORGANS : If members opposite
desire that the House should make this
inquiry. I have no objection to that; and
as long as the member for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Illingworth) is on the com-
misgion, I shall be perfectly satisfied, and
be delighted to see him on it. I think it
would be only o fair thing to the colony,
in order that the public may not be
misled by wild statements on one side
and the other, to have a commission of
well-known commercial and financial men
appointed for the purpose of investigating
this question, so that we may have the
true and real facts to lay hefore the public
of Western Australia.

Mx. James: I thought you Lhad them.

Mr. MORGANS: The member for
East Perth says he thought I had the
facts. As far as T am concerned, I have

Why should not the
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them ; but [ have not the assurance of '
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my hon. friend to present my facts to the |

public with so much confidence as he
does ; therefore, I want some strong finan-
cial and commercial commission %o sup-
port me. That iz what I desire with
regard to the financial part of federation.
With reference to the commercial and
industrial part of the question, I was
pleased the other day to read a very
interesting speech by the member for
East Perth (Mr. James), in which that
gentleman admitted that the industries of
this colony would suffer severely by
federation. This was in the speech which
my friend made before his constituents,
and he admitted, and he was perfectly
right, and T am glad to agree with him,
that the imdustries and manufactures of
the colony will suffer severely by entering
into federation at the present, time.

Mr. A. ForresT: Where does the
sentiment come in there ?

Mr. MORGANS: The sentiment is
only one side. Every big question has
more than one side, and I admit that the
sentimental side of the question is abso-
lutely a corvect one. In what way are
the industries and manufactories and
commerce of the country to suffer from
federation ¥ They will suffer from the
mere fact that the industries in this
colony are young; they are struggling
into existence. and thev will simply be
swamped by the industries and manu-
tactories of the other colonies. Everyone
will agree tu such a proposition as that.
The member for East Perth will, I am
sure, agree to that proposition. If there
are established manufactories in the other
colonies, and we have free trade here, then
T say the young manufactories which
have vecently been established in this
country must suffer from the competition
with the older industries.

Mr. Jamus: What are our manufac-
fories ¥

Mzr. MORGANS : There are 500 manu-
factories in this country, emploving from
10,000 to 15,000 persons; and, m a popu-
lation of 170,000 people, these manufac-
tories merit the considerations of the
House and the country. As soon as we
are in a position to meet the competition
from outside, I say let us enter into
this federation. Federation is an excel-
lent thing, because it means umity, and
unity is strength: that is the reason I
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believe in federation. At the same titne
there are certain local conditions that
must be considered by all sensible men,
not only inside this House, but outside of
it, and these things must be considered
before the dictum and before the judg-
ment of this great colony. 1 assert
that it is the dutv of every member of
the House not to mislead the public, but
to assist them in arriving at a fair con-
clusion as to the facts and merits of this
great subject. If my friends who are
opposed to my way of thinking were to
do this, I have no word to offer in
opposition to them; but if they attempt
to show, as some hewe done, that there is
only one side to this question, and that is
the sentimental side, then they may safely
be charged with misleading the pubhc
on one of the most momentous issues
that have ever come before an Australian

public.

Mg, JamEgs: Some men can hold two
views at the same time.

Mr. MORGANS: My friend, the

member for East Perth, interjectsa good
deal. His interjections are always plea-
sant to myself, and I do not object to
them even when they are frequent, becavse
directly I turn to look at his face, all the
sting of his interjections is taken out of
them ; therefore, T do not regard them
severely, nor do they embarrass me very
much generally, although, to an iuex-
perienced speaker like myself, it isa little
difficult at times to be interrupted. An-
other industry in this colony T wish to
call special attention to is the wine in-
dustry, and I contend it is one of the
most inrportant infant industries in West-
ern Australia, because it has the mertts
of an industry that will, at a date not fax
distant, be an exporting industry, and
therefore it has special claims to the atten-
tion of the public and the Parliunent of
this colony. Among the articles which
this colony can produce is wheat, but T
do not think wheat will ever become a
large product for export; for while we
shall be able to produce all the wheat re-
quired within the colony, and may be
able to export somme wheat when prices
are very good for the grower, yet T donot
think the exporting of wheat is an in-
dustry from which we can expect much
return in this colony. But the prospects
of the wine exporting industry are en.
tirely different.
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Me. OrpHaM: There are 29 people
engaged in it, according to the re-
turn.

Me. MORGANS: The member for
North Perth is looking at a paper that
was presented some time ago, and it does
not show the present condition of the
industry. The wine industry is one that
merits the attention of this House, be-
cause it will some day bevome a great
exporting industry; and that is one of
the foundations of the prosperity of this
or any ofher couniry, when von can
establish some industry ‘which will result
in the export of large guantities of a pro-
duet such as wine. I contend that this
industry will suffer; that the effect of
fedemtlon will be fatal to the prospects
of the wine industry of this colony; and
there is no doubt that there will not he
room during many vears to come for the
establishment, of the wine industry in this
colony. I could name many other -
dunstries that will he affected 1n the same
way by federation, ut time will not ad-
mit of my doing so now. One thing of
which T can assure this House is that any
industry which is fostered now under the
small protective duties of this colony
must suffer severelv by our joining in
federation. I think no member of the
House will object tn that proposition.
Another featwre of federation, and one
whieh the working man has not looked
at, is that the federation of this young
colony with older colonies means a re-
duction of wages. That is bound to
come with federation. I do not mean to
say this is a feature of federation, but
that federation means a reduction of
wages in this colony. I observe my friend,
the memher for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson ).
is looking serionaly at e ; but I say that
if we have producing and mannfacturing
industries in Perth and other parts of the
colony, which are protected to-day by
import duties, the benefit being consider-
able, and if vou wipe away those duties
you will have to face the competition of
other colonies which are more advanced
in these industries, and which can pro-
dnce the same articles cheaper than we
can, because the factories there have had
the benefit of protection for many years.
I do not think the member for Geraldton
can object to that statement. You cannot
possibly introduce the element of com-
petition into protected industries without
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reducing prices—vou cannot do it—and,
therefore, I think this is a feature of the

. question that has leen entirely lost sight

of by the masses in this colony, and I
think it is one that is well worthy their
best attention. My friend, the member
for East Perth (Mr. James), has entirely
overlooked, in all his speeches, this phase
of the question, and has never told the
working men that one certain result of
tederation will be to reduce wages.

Mg. James: I donot believe it.

Me. MORGANS: Why is it that the
hon. member and uther advocates of
faderation never mention these facts, in
vrder that the public may have un intelli-
gent view of the case?

Mr. Jamgs: Are thev facts?

Mr. MORGANS: They are facts, and
1o one can get away from them. Then
we are to have, ns a condition of federa-
tion, the Inter-State Commission; and
that is another feature which will be
most serious for this colony, because it
means that no preferential rates on the
railways of this colony can he given for
agsisting  any industry under federa-
tion. Is there a progressive country
in the world that has not encouraged
its infant industries by granting pre-
ferential rates and hounties? 1 have
had some experience of an Inter-State
Commission in the TUnited States of
America: and I say that, after federa.
tion, you will not be able to carry a
ton of ore from the goldfields of this
colony, even for one mile, except under
the same conditions as it can he carried
in one of the other federating colonies.
That is a fact.

Mr. James: 1 deny that.

Mr. Ewivce: Because
adopt. their railway scale,

Mr. MORGANS: No; it is because
the Inter-State Commission will fix the
rates, and every colony must stick to
those rates. These are the facts, and
hon. members caunot deny them.

Me. OnpEam: Must there he that
uniform rate throughout the colonies ¥

Mr. MORGANS : Yes.

Mr. Simesot: It applies only
Riverina.

Tre Previer: It applies evervwhere.

Mr. Simpsox: No; it applies where
there is competition.

Mg. Winson: It does not apply to
Western Australia.

vou do not

to
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Me. MORGANS: It applies every-
where, and nobody knows it better than
the member for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson).
Tt applies exactly on the terms I have
stated; and T say, here 18 a colony,
practically nine vears old under Respon-
sible Government, and this colony is
asked to go into competition with
colonies that have had the advantage of
Responsible Government for more than 40
vears, and have been able to make laws
for assisting their industries during all
those years, by giving bounties and
bringing to bear other means. In
Victoria, for inatance, see what the
Governiment have done in the way of
giving bounties to industries! Vet this
colony of Western Australia, only nine
years old, is asked to go into federation
and compete with its infant indus-
tries aguinst colonies that have been
established 40 years or more, colonies
that have their industries fully estab-

lished, and have the accumulated
wealth of Australia available for
their use, wherens Western Australia

is poor to-day, and not able to compete
against these clder colonies. I say West-
ern Australia cannot stand against this
competition, and that such competi-
tion will drain the life-blood from this
colony. Wil any member deny that
the other colonies have established their
industries under the influence of boun-
ties and protective duties ?

Mr. Smvesow: I deny it.
South Wales, under free-trade.

Mr. MORGANS: Itcannot be denied.
The facts are against it. New South
Wales has been free-trade some time, but
not always.

Mgz Siveson : Forty yéars, bar three.

Me. MORGANS: Victoria has had pro.
tective duties, ranging from 20 to 50 per
cent., for years; and after those indus-
tries have been brought to their present
condition, under protection, it 15 now
sought to bring those highly developed
industries into ecompetition with the in-
dustries of Western Awustralia, which are
still in their ewaddling clothes.

M=r. Grorae: How do the wuges com-
pare?

[Several interjections by Members. ]

M=. MORG&NS: I was wondering
who was addressing the House—my hon.

in New
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Mr. Jamgs: They find the brains;
you find the voice.

M=r. MORGANS: On the question of
the food duties in this colony, I do not
look at that as a serious mafter, nor is it
really an essential feature of federation ;
and I say that in a very short time—on
this peint my hon. friends opposite will
agree with me—sufficient food will be
produced in this colony for all ouy pur-
poses. Practically, it 1s so now. There-
tore, the question of a reduction of the
food duties is not worthy of any position
in the discussion of federation. T am
confining myself to the consideration of
commerce, industries, and manufactures,
as affected by federation, and am not
looking at the question of food at all,
because that will find its level.

Mr. Vosper: We are told that federa-
tion is going to lead to a continuance of
the food duties.

Mr. MORGANS: That may be so, but
I do not think it is at all hikely that food
duties will be of much value to this
colony after two or three years, when we
have produced all that the colony re-
quires, and when there will be a super-
abundance; so that when that time comes
the cost of food and the cost of living in
the colony will go down, and of course
the amount of the food duties will then
have no effect om prices. The question
of defence is, 1 admit, an argument in
favour of federation. That is one of the
arguments that may, perhaps, not be
quite sentimental, for if we once federate
under proper conditions, the argument as

. to federating for defence will be a good

. one.

friends on the other (Oppesition} side or °

myself.

But how are the other colonies of
Adustralia to defend Western Australia
against an invading foe, with a thousand
miles of zand and desert between us and
the nearest capital- —Adelaide? Howare
they to do that, unless that intercolonial
railway is to Le built from Adelaide to
Perth? Would uny member of this
House venture to sav the other colonies
could lend us even the smallest assistance
against invasion. if we were attacked.
unless we had that intercoloniul railway
built ?

Mz. James: That all depends on the
warships.

Mr. MORGANS: But weshall have the
help of those warships whether we feder-
ate or not. We rely on those warships,
and I say that if the question of federa-
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tion depended upon the defence of the ! federation,but I shall have another oppor-

colony by the British navy. then we
should go into federation at once, be-
cause we want that navy to defend our
shores. But federation does not de-
pend upon that, nor would federation
assist in any way in the defence of the
Australian colonies, because we are a
British colony, and the British navy bas
to defend vs against all comers whether
we are federuted or not. I agree with
an article which was written by the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper)—I expressed the same opinion
before the article appeared —in which it
wag stated that one of the conditions of
federation must be that a railway should
be built to.conbect the capital of Western
Australia with the capitals of the other
colonies. That is one of the conditions
that I would attach to federation, and
until the Federal Government decide to
build that railway I oppose uny proposal
to federate, becanse the federation would
be of no use to us without that railway.

Mr. James: Should that railway go
through Bonnie Vale or Coolgardie ¥

Me. MORGANS : 1 think it might go
through Coolgardie, and then to North-
East Coolgardie. It is the aim of the
member for East Perth, when these hard
and knotty facts are brought nnder his
notice, to try and throw ridicule on them ;
but these are facts which the hon. mem-
ber cannot answer. and they have not
heen answered. We are told in regard
to the intercolonial railway that we must
trust the Federal Parliament. T am not
prepared to trust them.

MEe. Georar: It would he trasting to
a broken reed.

Mr. MORGANS: Why um I not pre- :

pared to trust the Federal Parhament on
this peint ? Because this qnestion was
bronght before the Conference of Premiers
by our own Premier,and what did the other
Premiers sav: ** We cannot agree to that:
we sympathise with your desires, but we
cannot agree with them.” If they cannot
agree to our wishes, iu order to get us
into the foderation, is it likely that we, who
would have sitch a small nnnber of votes
in the House of Representatives, wonld
have power to gain our end afterwards?
No sound business man in this colony,
or any other colony, who tries to conduct
his business on common sense, would agree
toit. There is a great deal to be said on

tunity in this House of speaking on the
question, 5o that I will not go further into
the matter now. I have a great man
facts upon which I wish to enlighten the
member for East Perth, but there is not
time on the present occasion. There is
one thing I would like to suy bhefore
departing from the question of federation,
and that is with regard to the « brotherly
love” spoken of by the member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing), when addressing his
constituents some time ago. That 1s all
very fine so far as the sentimental side of
the guestion is concerned, but it has ne
application to the business or commercial
aspect of the subject.

Mzr. Ewing: Did I say that?

Mer. MORGANS: It was something
like that, but I will give the exact words
on some other occasion. It was something
about the ties of blood and friendship.
I am not prepared to place the destinies of
this colony in such a bulance as that. T
am not prepared to say we will trust the
Federal Parliament absolutelv and en-
tirely for ever. I would not be a man
of businessif I didthat. Asfaras Lean
see, Western Australia, with federation,
would be very much like o little mouse
which was playving about in a room.
watched by four great eats. What hap-
pened ¥ For the edification of the mem-
ber for East Perth, I will tell you.

A maouse went into a hole to spie:

Along cune o eat, und she pecped in.

- What're you doiny, my pretty little mn ?*°

“ I'in spinning o cout for a gentleman.™

* Shall T come in and wind uyp your thrend ?*'

0 no,” _s_m'd the mouse, “fer you'll bite off my

," =aid the cat,

“] theught no such a
ing.*’
uh "

©abt

snid the mouse, " hut you shall noed
comein'" .

That is exactly the position of Western
Australia in regard to federation,

Mr. GrorRGE: Who is the author of
the poem ?

Mr. MORGANS: I believe the author
of that poem is someone who las been
dead a great number of years. Let me
tell hon. members that is what federation
will do for us. The cats want to come
in; and I say our duty is to decide
whether we will let the cats come in or
not. We must decide whether or not
our head is to be bitten off. We must
look after Western Australia, in this
question of federation. Let us look at
sentiment, but let it be the last side of
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the issne. If it is decided, after a proper
consideration of the question, that
we shall not suffer financially, com-
mercially, and industrially under federa-
tion, then go and federate. If it is
shown that to join the federation we shall
cripple our resources and retard our
development. for years to come, then we
must not enter into such a compact. I
am going now to refer to Kalgoeorlie and
the output of gold. I quite agree with
what the Governor's Speech says, that
the output of gold has been extraordi-
nary. I do not think the Speech gives
the ontput, but it gives the profits. The
profits last year, the dividends, from the
gold mines of the country amounted to
£800,000. That is an enormous sum for
a colony which has been in existence as a
gold-producer for so short a time. Tt is
most satisfactory. I would like to state,
for the information of this House, that
there is every reason to believe that by
the end of this year Kalgoorlie alone,
which is the greatestgold-producing centre
of the colony, far and away the greatest,
will be turning out 100,000 ounces
per month. When we consider that, and
also add the production of the other
great gold-minng centres, it is easy for
hon, gentlemen to understand what a
splendid result in the yield of gold this
colony will have at the end of the year.
In all probability the estimate which the
Premier made of the production will he
far exceeded. I believe the right hon.
gentleman said the production of gold
this year would be a million and a half
ounces. Inall probability, that will be far
exceeded. That is a marvellons produc-
tion for a young country, and we have
every reason to congratulate ourselves on
such & splendid result. The dividends
from Western Australian mines last year,
as far as I can make them out, amounted
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to £845,000; and as far as the figures

can be ascertained, up to the middle of
June this year, practically up to the
present time, the dividends have been

over £700,000 paid by Western Aus-

tralian mining companies. I say this
Is an astouudmg fact, and one that
ghould create in the breast of every-
one in the House, and every one in the
colony, the greatest confidence in our
tuture. Where can you find any gold-
producing country that has achieved
such resnits as these. As far as I know

- public batteries have taken.
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there is no gold-producing country in the
world that has achieved such results in
sa short a time; therefore the House and
the country are to be congratulated. I still
believe that much as we may have been
surprised by the gold-mining results in
the past, greater surprises are in store for
us. The time is not far distant when
this colony will do what I predicted it
would do.  Two and a lalf or three years
ago I said this country wounld within ten
years be turning out 14 million pounds
worth of gold yearly., With regard to
the public batteries, I warmly congratulate
the Government on having initinted the
policy. I had my doubts as to the com-
mercial advantages of public Latteries ;
still T was most anxious to see a few tried,
and I felt doubtful if all of them would
be successful. Taking the batteries as a
whole, I think the experiment has been
justified, and that the country has reaped
great advantages by the establishment of
the public batteries by the Government.
There 35 a still wider field for them, but
I think the Governmentare aware of that
fact, and within a short time we shall see
other batteries established on the gold-
fields. The batteries have done a great
deal of good, and can still de more good.
They, no doubt, greatly assist in increas-
ing the output of gold in the countrv.
One great feature about the public bat-
teries has been the want of water. There
is also the fact that the working man is
able to hold on to his claim and work it
on his own account. There can be no-
thing better for the gold-mining industyy
than to have a lot of working men pro-
prietors of mines. T shall be glad to
lend aid in developing the industry
on these lines, for the purpose of seeing
the working men the proprietors of mings,
I wish to say one other word with regard
topublic batteries. Ne doubt many diffi-
culties have arisen in regard to the
erection and working of the batteries,
but I would also say that a battery
erected by private enterprise has diffi-
cuities ; only there is this difference, that
a public battery is erected under the
public eye, and open to public eriticism.
I have known private batteries take a
longer time in erection than some of the
I donotsay
this for the purpose of whitewashing the
Government, but I say it as a pmctnca,l
man who understands the subject, and
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who has suffered in the past, especié.lly '

through the shortness of water at bat-
teries. At the present time I have a 20
stamper battery which has been erected
for some months, but it cannot be started
for the want of water. That is the reason
why there has been some delay with the
Government batteries. Now all the bat-
teries are going, and giving satisfactory
results. There 18 one point to which I
wish to refer before closing, and I am
sure it will commend itself to the member
for East Perth, and that is the Coolgardie
Exhibition, I congratulate the Govern-
ment, of this country on having establish-
ed that exhibition, and T am perfectly
sure, from what [ have seen of the results,
that the establishment of that exhibition
and its very successful career has done
more to advertise the importance of this
colony all over the world than any other
step that has ever been taken. It bas
done this colony great good, and T am per-
fectly safe in asserting that this Guovern-
ment and this colony never have expended
money in any enterprise to greater
advantage.

M=, Janes: What has it cost ?

Me. Vosper : How much more do you
want.?

Mr. MORGANS: I have not the
figures before me, but I am desirous that
the public shall know all about it.

M=. Oroxam: You have not sent the
bill in yet.

Mr. MORGANS: The exhibition has
been a great success. We have collected
together in the exhibition the finest
display of gold-hearing rocks that has
ever been got together in the world's
history.

Mz. Orpmam:
got.

Mr. MORGANS: Then we have a
collection of agricultural produce. which
has been a matter of great and valuable
interest to the colony; and I may say
there are scores and hundreds of people
on the goldfields to-day who thoroughly

That is all you have

believe in the agricultural industry of the '

country and its importance, although they
did not believe in it before. They had no
idea, until the exhibition opened, that
vegetables and fruits, such as are seen
there, can be produced in the colony.

Me. GeoreE: I know one man who
sends £10 worth of cabbages a day to
Coolgardie.
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Mr. MORGANS: I say the inhabi-
tants of the goldfields, through the
exhibition, have been taught to realise
what this colony can produce, and the
final result will be a large investment in
agricultural lands by the inhabitants of
the goldfields. The investment is going
on now. A good many people, who never
thought of buying an acre of land before
the exhibition was opened, are now invest-
ing in land. I contend that nothing
could have brought the great gold-mining
industry and the agricultural industrv of
the colony together in the same manner
as the exhibition has done, and no other
system or means could have been adopted
in order te give information in regard to
the mining and other industries of this
colony, than the exhibition has done.
With regard to the Collie coal, I would
like to say it is a great asset, and I have
often expressed myself in this House that
it is so. Hon. members and the public
have never realised the full importance
to this colony of that great coalfield ; and
Iam agreeably surprised at the results
of the trials that have been made, for
while I had always thought this coal
would be useful as a domestic fuel, yet
as an article for export and to be used on
steamers I had very little confidence in
it. I am glad to find that it is being
used by steamers along the coast, and is
giving satisfaction; and we may con-
gratulate ourselves on possessing such a
splendid asset as the Collie coalfield.
‘While desiring not te weary the House,
I would like to say I am pleased to see
the Government have done something in
the way of adding to the railway system
of the colony durmg the past year. They

have added 361 miles of finished rail-
ways, and I am delighted to find they
intend to further extend the railway
system this year. The extension of the
goldfields line to Mount Leonora and to
Mount Margaret is, I helieve, an actual
necessity ; and I am perfectly sure that,
if the funds ecan be provided, this ex-
tension will be commercially successful,
and that the working will more than
return a good interest on the outlay. I
am perfectly sure that, asa sound com-
mercial investment, the Government can-
not find a better one at the presem
moment.

Mr. GEORGE:

Can they find the
money f
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Mr. MORGANS: I think so.
regard to the Coolgardie-Norseman ex-
tension of the railway system, we dis-
cussed this in the Houselast year, and the
proposal of the Government was rejected.
Yet it was a most desirable railway to be
built ; for why should not that great gold-
field of the Norseman district be connected
by railway with the other goldfields of the
colony P That goldfield has an output of
6,000 or 7,000 ounces of gold per month;
and what possible objection can hon.
members raise, in view of the ad vantages
which must result from connecting an-
other great goldfield with the railway
gystem of the colony ? We kunow the
member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly),
whose absence to-day I regret, has ad-
vocated the construction of a railway
from Esperance Bay to Norseman, and
I would have supported him if the
Government could have seen their way
to give to Norseman even a narrow-
gauge vailway from Bsperance. I think
it might have been done, and T regret it
was not done. But, at the same time,
the policy of the Government is to con-
tinue the railway system by connecting
Norseman with the other goldfields; and,
from the Government point of view, that
is a correct policy, and it will also be an
advantage to people at Norseman to be
connected by raillway with other gold
centres. I hope the Government “will
ask this House for powers to construct
that railway; and when hon. members
look at the population of that goldfield
and the output of the mines, and take
into account the great prospects of the
future, I think they will a that this
is a work which should be carried out.
With regard to the Bonnie Vale railway,
I have only to say I do not intend to
advocate very strongly its construction at
present, because my advocacy last year
provoked the animosity of my friend, the
member for East Perth (Mr. James);
but I siuy this is another railway that
can be constructed with advantage, that
it will pay good interest on the outlay.
and that it will be a benefit not only to
the inhabitants of the district of Bonnie
Vale, but to the colony. There are two
points more, and then I shall have
finished. One is the proposed tax on divi-
dends, and I may say I strongly approve
of a tax being levied in this way, for I think
the time has come when the Government
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should get something out of the enormous
dividends that are paid from the gold
mines of this colony. I am producing
wold myself, and am connected with mines
t]mt pay dividends; and, speaking per-
sonally and for others, we shall be omly
tou huppy to pay a dividend tax. I think
that mines which are paying cent. per
cent., and even 120 to 150 per cent., to
their shareholders can well afford to pay
to the Government a five per cent. tax on
dividends; and I shall give my strongest
support to the Gevernment in any measure
for imposing a tax on dividends. The
kind of tax I should oppose would be u
tax on the export of goid, becanse to tax
gold in that way would touch men who
are working mines at a loss, and that
would be an injustice. The other matter
is a Bill relating to Sunday observance.
I do not lmow what that means; but if
the Government are going to make any
attempt to interfere with the liberty of
the subject in regard to work being done
in mines on Sunday, and in regard to
the arrangements hetween emplovers and
workmen for Sunday labowr, I say the
Government should exercise great care.
I do not believe, as a rule, in mterfering
with arrangements of this kind, because
it is better to leave such matters to the
emplovers and their workmen. T do not
say 4 law canmot be Dlrought in that
will not interfere too mueh with liberties
on either side; but the Government
should not allow themselves to be
controlled toe munch by religious senti-
ment in these matters. I shall await
with much interest the appearance of
the Bill which the Government intend
to bring in; and, from what I know of
the goldfields, I think there is no mine-
owner who desires to keep lis men af
work on Sundays if it can be avoided. I
do not know a single case of a mine-
owner who has men working on Sunday,
except those workmen who are attend.
ing to the pumps and the necessary
machinery ; and I do not think there is
one mine-owner who employs men on
Sunday, outside of those duties. Unless
the Government touch that question
with a tender hand, I do not think I
shall be able to support the Bill. Any
attempt to curb the liberty existing at
present, in regard to arrangements made
between mine-owners and their work-
men for doing certain work on Suaday,
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may reuk the good feeling that exists
between emplovers and workmen at pre-
sent.

Mr. VoseEr: What about Sunday
recreation ¥
Mr. MORGANS: I think a man -

should do what he likes on a Sunday
in the way of recreation; and I do

not see that we have amy right to .

control a man’s zctions on Sunday more
than on Monday.
enter into the reereations of life on
Sunday, nobody has any right to inter-
fere with him.

Mk. A. Forrest: Then vou will have
shops open on Sunday.

M=z. MORGANS: I do not see why
shops should not be open on Sunday,
it people choose to open them. If
vou interfere lLetween a workman and
his employer, you will create difficul-
ties, and you should aveid that. In
conclusion,” I have pleasure in moving
the adoption of the following Address-
in-Reply: —

To His Excellency Lieut.-Colonel Sir
Gerald Smith, Enight Commander
of the most distinguished Order of
St. Michael and St. George, Gover-
nor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over the Colony of Western Aus-
tralia and its Dependencies, ete., ete.,
etc.

We, Her Majesty’s loval and dutiful
subjects, the Members of the Tegis-
lative Assembly of Western Austra-
lin, in Parliament assembled, beg to
assure Yonr Excellency of our continued
loyalty and devotion to our Most Gracious
Sovereign.

We thank Your Excellency for the
Speech which you have been good enough
to address to Parliament, and we beg to
agsure Your Excellency that our most
careful consideration will e given to the
important matters you have referred to,

and also to all other matters that may be |

submittedd to wus, and it shall be our
earnest endeavour to so deal with them
that our labours may rvesult in the
permanent advancement and prosperity
of the colony.

Mz. J. J. HIGHAM (Fremantle): Tn
lien of secouding the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, and in deference to
the expresged desire of a majority of hon.
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members, I now her to move that the
debate be adjourned to the next sitting
day.

. Motion put and passed.

ADFOURNMENT.
| Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) moved that the House at its
rising do adjourn until Tuesday next, at
half-past four o'clock p.m.

Put and passed.

The House adjomned at 11 minutes
past 5 o’clock nntil the next Tuesday
afternoon.

Legistative @onneil,
Tuesday, 20th June, 1899.
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